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Introduction
The modern criminologist field has evolved, crime has taken new forms, and offenders have found new ways to perpetrate crime and offenses. However, the fundamental causes and motivations for crime have remained unchanged for a long time. Human nature remains the same, and therefore, the timeless causes of criminal actions still stand up to date.  It is important to understand that society's response to crime and criminal activity requires a basic understanding of how crime develops, what drives criminals, and the best ways to counter these deviant behaviors. Over time, experts and behavior analysts have proposed theories to explain why people resolve to crime in the first place and how correctional and rehabilitative experts can best help these criminals.  Theories of criminal activity have continually evolved and have been reworked, especially with the growth of analytical technology and the growing interest of criminologists to examine and study criminal behavior. In this essay, I will briefly examine four common theories of crime; the rational choice theory, the biological positivism, the psychological positivism of crime, and the sociological positivism theory. 
a) The rational choice theory
The rational choice theory of crime is one of the classical attempts to explain why people execute criminal activities. The theory is premiered on a practical outlook that people are rational beings who can make well-informed decisions. The rational theory originated from the works of Cesare Beccaria in the late 18th century. Since it was first proposed, the theory has continuously been expounded and redefined to encompass other aspects of crime, including prevention and deterrence. The principal premise of the rational choice theory of crime is that criminals gain motivation for committing a crime out of the simple need to attain selfish personal gains and boost their ego (McCarthy and Chaudhary 2014). The theory also proposes that people choose to execute criminal activity after analyzing their options, the possible repercussions, and the benefits they are likely to attain from the crime.  After this preliminary analysis of the possible outcomes of their criminal activity, the offender then picks a location, a target, the type of criminal activity, and then proceeds to carry out the crime. The rational crime theory notably concludes that all criminals carry out the crime fully knowing that it is wrong and punishable.  
b) The sociological positivism theory of crime.
The sociological positivism theory of crime was proposed in the 1800s by mathematicians Lambert Adolphe and Andre-Michael Guerry. The theory aims to describe and understand the connection between social influences and criminal activities. The theory was driven by an exploratory study of the social dynamics such as economic and social status, family relationships, peer pressure, and educational levels and how these social aspects were connected to criminal activities. In addition, social positivism aims to understand how delinquents fit into their immediate environment and how this conformity results in social adaptation and learning (Hirschi et al., 1990). The social positivism theory argues that, under the ideal environmental conditions and social pressure, it is inevitable that one is bound to fall into social deviance and indulge in criminal activities. Notably, the theory argues that, as criminal traits are learned, they can be eliminated by creating a surrounding where crime is not encouraged or tolerated. Therefore, correctional officers use the theory to design corrective programs that are not harsh, especially for juvenile delinquents and first-time offenders.
c) Biological positivism 
In the eighteenth century, the biological theory of positivism was proposed by an Italian scientist, Cesare Lombroso. Lombroso based his criminal behavior theory on anthropological and evolutionary studies and differentiation between criminals and law-abiding citizens. The theory proposes that some people are born with a natural inclination towards crime. The biological theory argues that biological inferiority, as opposed to one's choice of circumstances, leads people to commit crimes. Lombroso's criminal theory examines criminal motivations by adopting a scientific approach to understanding delinquency. The theory examines the causative relationship between biological and physiological dynamics that may drive a person to commit a crime, such a nutritional deficiency, brain abnormalities, and hormonal problems. Some criminal activity specialists have begun broadening the scope of biological positivism to examine the relationship between biological aspects and a person's social surroundings and how these factors interplay to result in crime (Rocque et al., 2014). Crime interventive approaches based on this theory aim to address the primary root causes of delinquency.
d) Psychological positivism
The psychological theory of positivism was proposed by Alexander Lacassagne, a French security expert in the eighteenth century. The theory proposes that criminal behavior and deviance stem from an individual's psychological and personality problems (Hollin 2006). In addition, Alexander theorized that mental disorders such as schizophrenia, clinical depression disorder, and psychotic problems often resulted in criminal activities. The criminologist further argued that the disorders that led to psychological problems were caused by biological and social issues, including parental negligence and criminal history, IQ levels, and past sexual abuse. Notably, the theory aims to understand criminal activities due to biologically controlled and unchangeable factors and conscious personal decisions to engage in crime. 
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